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II. An Account of fame Indian Plants, 
with their Names, Defcriptions and V ertues j 
Communicated in a Letter from Mr. James Pe- 
tiver 5 Apothecary and Fellow of the Royal 
Society; to Mr. Samuel Brown, Surgeon at 
Fort St. George. 

SIR, 

M Y Opinion of the Plants you collected at Una- 
nereoonda , about Twelve Miles from Fort St. 
George, as you defired, are as follows ,• in the fame Order, 
and under thole Malabar Names and Numbers you lent 
them to me : viz. 

i. Vellaiengeel maraum Malabar . i. 

Arbor Madrafpatana floribus hexapetalis heptapetalifve, fames, 
fruttu coronato. 

This is a fort of Angolam, of which there are Two 
Kinds delcribed in the Hortus Malabarkus, viz. Vol. 4. 

Tab. 17. Pag. 39. and Tab. z6. p. 55. 

The Fruit of this having but one round flat Kernel, 
agrees with the Defcription of the laft, but the Leaves 
feem rather to refembie the firft, viz. thole in Tab. 1 7. 

N. B. You fay, where Maraum is added it lignifies a 
great Tree; the lame I have formerly remarkt in the 
Hort. Malabar, of Mara and Maram. vid. Cornel, in Not. 

H. Mai. Vo!, 2. Tab. 49. p. 96. 

2. Naiureevee Malab. 2. 

Dr. Plukenet , that moft accurate Botanift in his Fhyto * fames, 
graphia. Tab. 10. Fig. 4, calls this Amaranthus [picatus 
Dthamni Cretki polio Maderafpatenfis, who/e Figure re- 
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fembles this Plant very well while young, but the Leaves 
when full grown, are much larger, and the Spike longer, 
gen rally turning inwards. The Hortus Malalaricus 
feems todefcribe this in the 10 th Volum , Tab, 78. Pag. 
iyy. under the Name of Cadelari , which the Brach- 
mans or Brammins call Cants Mogaro, afcribing thefe Ver- 
tugs to it, viz. 

That the Decottion takes away Swellings , abates the 
VertUlS ‘ Sharpness of Vrine , and eafes the St me ; mixt with the 
Oyl Sergelin it flops piding of Blood. The Root purges $ 
being bruited and boyi’d in Butter , it cures a Dyfentery j 
a Drink of it ftrengthens the Stomachy expels Windy 
correds Phlegm, and breaks the Stone in the Bladder ; 
being applied to the Arm it cures Agues; bruifed and 
drank in Wine is good for the Gravel , provoking Urine, 
efpecially in Hydropick Perfons ; mixt with Lemons it 
kills fettarsy and takes away Swellings under the Chin, 
&c. the Seed powder’d and fhuft up the Note cures the 
Head ach. 

Joannes Commelintu, in his Notes on the Hortus Ma * 
lah. takes this Plant to be the Verhena Jndica Bontii 
in his Hiftor. Natural. Lih. 6. cap. 54. p. iyo. (and I 
think not improperly) therefore it may net, I hope, -be 
amifs to fubjoin its Vertues with the aforegoing, viz. 

That the Natives of Java and they tbemfelves having 
learnt of them, apply the Leaves of this Plant bruifed 
to Vleers in the Thighs with good Succefs j becaufe it 
dries very much, which Quality is there very beneficial, 
by reafon the Conftitution of the Air in thofe parts is 
hot and moifl, which renders the Vleers very flubborn 
and difficult to cure. 

They give alfo a Spoonful of the frefh Juice of it in 
Colick Pains, Dyfenteries , and without Diftindlion in all 
affedls of the Bowels with very great Succefs ; being 
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bruited and mixt with Vinegar, they apply it to the 
Breajl in Swoonings, and all fainting Fits. 

He farther fays, the Indian Old Women edeem it 
there as a (acred Herb, and hold it very good for fuch 
as are Bewitcht , or under an Evil Tongue. 

This nicely differs from the Amaranthus Siculus fpi- c ffft* r *- ( 
cat us radice perenni Bocconi, Tab. 9. p. 16. in having fclnce. 
rounder Leaves, and thofe Ids white or hoary underneath. 

3. Nucheela Malab. 3, 

Vitex Madrafpatana foliis latioribus digitatis, florilut Names, 
racemofis. 

This differs from the Common in having its Leaves (bme- 
what broader, and its Flowers more (pard (or fpread cmpa**- 
abroad) like thofe of Grapes on (hort Footdalks, whereas*”* Df f 
the Common grows clofe and at tet Didances, like the^ mice ‘ 
Whorles on a Verticillated Plant. 

The Fruit in Bignels and Colour refembles Black ^ 
Pepper, but is fmooth and (hining, fet in a large Bell- 
falhioned cinereous Calyx or Cup , and covers about half De / Ci 'i’* ;; ' ! 
the Fruit, which is very hard, and fo folid, that you 
can fcarce didinguilh any Kernel it hath, but as it were, 
an intire woody Subdance and altogether infipid. 

4. Nella poonee Malab. 4. 

Arbujcula Madrafpatana fioribus exiguis racemiferis. Names. 

The Leaves of this are many times only trifoliated, De f m ptkr 
and fometimes winged; it has a racemofe Flower like the 
lad, but (mailer,- I (hall fufpend my Judgment as to 
what particular Qenus it may belong to, until I receive it 
in Ripe Fruit. 

y. Parawootan chedde Malab. 5. 

Baccifera racemofa Madrafpatana Juglandu folio nigris Names, 
maculii eleganter afperfs. 

Its Berries grow in Cluflers, are round, black and De ( cr - ltt - m 
coronated, no bigger than Pepper , each has a large Ker¬ 
nel and but little Pulp , which tads not unpleafant; its 
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Leaves grow oppoftte and are remarkably fprinkled with 

black Specks. 

6. 6. Neer Malle Malab. 

Xames> Adba'vda Malabarica Spinofa Echii folio. 

The Menus Malabaricus firft gave us the Figure and 
Defers ;.t ion of this ftrange Diuretick Plant, in the zd. 
Vol. Tab. 45. p. 87. under the Malabar Flame of Babel 
Scbuili , fince which Dr. Plukenet hath figured it in his 
Phyt Tab. 133. Fig. 4. Oiling it Anchufa angufli-i o!ia 
Vfrciciliis iongis acuieis armata e Maderafpatan & Aim. 
Bot. 30. 

I lliall omit the Defcription of it here, becaufe that 
mod worthy Botanift Mr. John Ray, in his Hiflor. Plant. 
p. 1731. hath given it from the Hortus Malab. under 
the Denomination of Genifta fpinofa Tndica verticillata 
fiore purpureo cceruleofeuSpartium fpinofum filiqua geminatci. 

Since you tell me, Sir, it is a great Dieuretick. and 
that you have feen, this and round Pepper boy I’d in Water 
Virtues, and drank Morning and Night cure the Afcites in a Por- 
tuguefe Woman of 55 Years of Age; I hope it may not 
beamifs to tell you what Vertues the Hortus Malabar:, as¬ 
cribes to it, viz. 

That a Decottion of it provokes fupprefled Vrine , and 
abates the Swelling of the Belly in Hydropical Perfons, and 
being taken with the Oyl of the Ficus Inferni (by which f 
fuppofe is meant the Ricinus Americanus or Palma Cbrifii ) 
it cures the Dropfy as aferefaid, and breaks the Stone ; the 
fame externally applied diflolves Buboes. The Leaves alio 
boy/d and pickled ’ being eaten are Diuretick. 

The Hortus Malab. alio confirms what you rightly ci> 
ferve, that this Plant grows in watry Pisces, and ! am of 
the Opinion that the Malabar Syllable Neer, with you, 
fignides Aqaat'tck, as I find Nir does in the Hortus Malab, 
.y t 7 . Ndia Wa !\q Malab, Cara Veda Hort. Mai, V. 9. 

Tab. 24. p. 43. Veda & Tiioni Bram.6. 

Names, Five leaved Mock-Muflard. Sina 
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Sinapiftrum IrJicum pentaphyllum flore cameo minus 
non fpinofum Hem. Hort. Lugd. Bar. 

Although the Hort. Malab. does not give us this as a 
Plant certainly described by kdrner Authors, yet 1 find 
it has been known ever fince Pro/per Alpir.us his time, Antiquity. 
w hie h is now fomewhat more than 8.0 Years ago, he 
dying An. Dom. 1616. 

For the feveral Synonyms of this Plant 1 refer you to Synonyms: 
Dr. Sloane’s elaborate Catalogue ot Jamaica Plants , p. 8 o. 
only fubjoinmg this one to it, which Dr.Plukenetyn his cu¬ 
rious as well as copious Almageituin Botanicum,p.28o.has 
fince added, viz. Pap.tver cornicuiatum acre quinque- 
folium .Asgyptiacum minus flore carneo non fpino* 
fum. 

See a Defeription of it in Rail Hifl. Plant. 859. Defiriptm.- 

The whole Plant bruifed and mixt with the Juice of 
Raca palam t takes away Tettars by walking with it ; 
boytd in Oyl it cures all Cutaneous Difea/es, particularly 
the Leprofy. The reft of its Venues are the fame with 
the Aria veela , H. Mai. V. 9. Tab. 13. p. 41. which in 
a little time we (hall have an Occaficn to mention. 

8 . Neerchomboo Malab. 8. 

I cannot at prefint diftinguiSh this to be in any thing An Engiipi 
different from our Common Typha or Cats tail. plant 

Neverthelefs, I am very well pleafed to fee an Englifh 
Plant an Inhabitant of fo remote a Parr. 

9. Velhcaungerree Malab. 9. 

Mr. Richard Sambach, an ingenious Surgeon now living 
at Worcefter , a Pedon whom you formerly knew, was 
the firft who brought me this Plant irom the Bad Indies 
which, with many others. I communicated to that meft 
accurate Botanift, Dr . Plukenet> who has figured it in his 
Phytogr. Tab. 1 io. Fig. 5. and calls ir, Ricinus Althea Name, 
folio molli & incano Maderafpatanus & Aim. Bot. 321. 



Vtvtues . 


IO. 

Names. 

11 * 

Names. 


( 518 ) 

The Hortus Malab. had alfo figured and defcriled it 
before in the id. Vol. Tab. 39. p. 73. under the Mala¬ 
bar Name of Schorigenam, and by the Bram. Pitta Ga- 
furculi, erroneoufly reckoning it amongft the Nettles , 
which induced that worthy Perlon, Mr. Ray. in his Hi ft. 
Riant, p. 160. to deferibe it under that Tribe ; but it be¬ 
ing a Tricoccon, is therefore truiy, as above, placed a* 
mongft the Ricini. 

The Hort. Malah. aflerts that Rings made of the Root 
of this Plant and wore on the Toes , cures Fevers arifing 
from Thlegm , and that a Decoftion of it provokes Vrine \ 
the Juice of it drank in Cows Milk with Sugar cures the 
Itch and a Fever (as the Author terms it) in the Bones j 
the Wood with the Berries bruifed and applyed, cures 
fuch as are wounded with the Sting- Raye. 

io. Shevanar weamboo Malal. 

Anil Maderafpatana foliis minimis confertis. 

This feems very well to agree with the Manelli Hort. 
Malab. V. 9. Tab. 37. p. 69. which fays, the Flowers 
are-of a beautiful red,which I want to be truly informed 
of, tiie Specimen you Cent having Pods only. 

11. Marrellumetee Malab. 

A. The Leffer Burdock or Xanthium. 

Xanthium five (Lappa vel) Bardana minor Park. 12113. 
fig. bonL 1. B. Vol. 3. Lib. 33. p. 571. Fig.Chabr. Ic. 
5-14. Lappa minor Xanthium DiofcoridCB. 198. Phyt. 
373. Batdana minor Ger. 664. id. emac. 809. Fig. Ray 
Hill. Plant. 1 6$. SynopC 1x9. & edit. z. p. 

This is a Native of England, yet found but in few Pla¬ 
ces, tho’ pretty common in France, Spain, and Italy. I 
have lately received it from the Ifland of Coos collected 
there by my induftrious Friend, Mr. Sam. Daniel, Sur¬ 
geon ; but you are the firft that ever fent it me from the 
EaftIndies 
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It’s of a different Genus from our Bar dam or greater 
Burdock , and rdembles it only in its hamated Spines, 
this being a Capfuie or Husk about the Bignefs of a Sr. 

Lucar (or Lukej Olive, wherein are two Cells or Parti¬ 
tions, each containing one oval fkttifh Kernel , with a 
blackiOi Film or Skin. 

ia.Csrennucheel Malab .by \htEnglifl) at Fort St.George, 

Black Agnus Caflus. 

Adhatoda Madrafpatana Hydropiperis folio. 

This Plant in Leaf and Flower very much rdembles 
the Vada Codi of the Hort. Malab. Vol. 9. Tab. 41. 
p. 79. 

If you pleafe to fend it me in Seed I can better judge 
of ir. 

1 g.Varamullee Malab . Colet ta Vee t la Hort. Malab.Vol. 

9. Tab. 41. p. 77. Gontua Bram. Kathukarohiti Zeylo- 
nefibus. Contafere Surratenfibus. mes ° 

Adhatoda Malabarica tetracantha. Synmms. 

Lycium Indttum Spinis quaternis ad fingulorum folio- 
rum ortum Farad. Bat. Prodr. Eryngium Zeylanicum 
febrifugum floribus luteis D. Herman not. MSS. ad Her¬ 
barium fuum Vivum. Melampyro cognata Maderafpatana , 
fpinis horridis Pluk. Tab. 119. Fig. y. & Aim. Bot. 

343 - 

It grows three or 4 Foot high in Sandy and Watry Fla-place, 
ces. Hort. Malab. 

It Flowers and Seeds in January and February. rime. 

The Juice cures Thrujhes and the Swelling of the Bow¬ 
els by Wind, the Natives chew the Leaves of this in- t'ertue.y 
ftead of the Betle. H. M. and it colours the Teeth black, ^ and 
as Mr. Benjamin Mewfe , who brought it me from Suratt , 
informs me. 
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14. Mccchee chedee Malal. 

its Kind. This is a fort of Phafeolus or Kidney-Bean , of which 
Species you have many in your Parts, it is very difficult 
to diftinguifh them but by their ripe Pods or Seed, nei¬ 
ther of which the Samples you lent afforded, it may pro¬ 
bably be one of thofe defcribed in the 8 th Volum of the 
-Hortus Malal. but by reafbn of the aforefaid Deficiencies, 
I dare not determine it. 

iy. Corain-cheddee Malal. 

■Name. Baccifera racemofa Madrafpatana Lauri Ceras foliis , 
floribus parvis numerojijftmis. 

d efcription. The Leaves in Shape, Thicknefs and Magnitude, ve¬ 
ry much refembie our Lawrel ’, thefe ftand on very fhort 
or no Foot-fialks, and are fet oppofite alternately (t:e, 
by Pairs crols-wife) as in our Mint and feveral other ver- 
ticillated Plants , each fide of the Stalk from whence 
the Leaves proceed is towards the Flowring part re¬ 
markably carinated or furrowed, towards the Extremi¬ 
ties of each Branch proceeds the flowring part. 

The Flowers are very many and final!, grow in large 
Tufts or Branches admitting of feveral Ramifications, 
thefe are fucceeded by a fmali Coronated Fruit, in Shape, 
Colour and Magnitude very much refembling the Pi- 
men ta , All-Spice, or Jamaica-Pepper, its infidealfo ve¬ 
ry like it. 

its Affinity. ^ mu ch refembles the Appel Hort. Malab. Vol. 1. Tab. 
5-3. p. 99. as to its Fruit and Form of Growing, but our 
Leaves are larger and more oblong. 

16. 1 6. Serrufaulee Malal. 

Name. Petiploca Madrafpatana Smilacisfolio. 

Vcfcription. The Leaves are like thofe of our great white Bindweed, 
but not quite ib large, they grow by Pairs at certain 
Joints, being generally accompanied with two fmaiier 
Leaves on very fhort Footflalks, from thefe Joints come 

forth 
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forth fmall Cluflers of little Flowers, like thole of AfcUpi- 
as ; each of thefe are fucceeded by a double thin Podd, 
which is about two inches and a half long, and one where 
thickeft. The Seed lies in that part next the Footftalks, 
they are roundiflh, flat, and membranaceous, of a brown 
Colour, and hem’d about with a rufty colour’d Lift or 
Selvedge ; the Silky Down, which fticks to the Crown of 
the Seed is very white, and foft as Sattin ; each Plume is 
14 Inch long. 

It Ibrriewhat refembles the Watt a Kakacodi , H. Mai. cmunfon, 
V. 9. Tab. iy. p. zy. in its fcandent Quality, but our 
Leaves are more taper, and the Flowers come not from 
one Bottom, and fetm fomewhat fmaller. 

xy. Calovee Malab. j- 

Convolvulus Madrafpatanus flore auriculato , calycilus Numei . 
majortlus. 

This is a trailing Bindweed, its Leaves ftand on half Defcriptm, 
Inch Footftalks, the largeft of them are fomewhat more 
than anlnch over,and near two long,each ending in a lharp 
Point j at the Bofom of each Leaf, which ftandr at cer¬ 
tain Diftances, comes one fmall Angle Flower, very 
rarely two; thefe are lucceeded by a round Cap fate, end¬ 
ing in a long Thread fomewhat Hoary, about the bignefs 
of a Tea, thefe are furrounded with five Leaves, two 
larger, and between thefe, three fmaller ; a little below 
this Calyx are two fmall Leaves, for the generality fet 
oppofite; in each Husk are commonly found four fmocth 
-brownilh triangular Seeds about the bignels of Musk- 
Seed. 

This comes next of Kin to the Viftnu-llandi, H. Mai. its Affinity, 
V. 11. Tab. 64. p. 131. but differs thus ; thefe Leaves 
are {harper pointed, and larger, and ftand on Footftalks, 
the other the contrary ; and from that of Bocco in having 
much larger Husks, (0c. 
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18. Adaca-manjen, H. Mai to. Tab. 43. p, 8y. 

Mundi Bram. 

Plants Indica alato caule, folio crenato piiofo & vifco- 
fo fiore glomerato purpureo Com. in H. Mai. Scabiofa 
major crilpatis foliis alato caule Malabarienfis Aim. Dot. 
(which differs not from the Scabiofa Indica major caule 
& pediculis foliofis of Dr. Pluhnet, in bis Phytographia, 
Tab.31 2. .Fig 6. and is the fame with his Scab, minor alato 
caule Maderafpatenf.s Aim. Bot. 335. &Scabiofae capitu- 
lo Chryfantheml Myconii foliis alato caule Maderafpa- 
tenfis in his Phyt. Tab. 108. Fig. 7. this lafl being the 
Specimen of a younger Plant, and the fecond one of the 
fame grown to more Maturity, as is very apparent in 
Samples of both which I have by me. 

Of the Leaves and Heads of this Plant is made a De¬ 
ception good in Faintings occafion’d by Wind, as alfo 
Pains in the Bowels, but more efpecially if you add 
Cumin-Seed powdered, and rub the part grieved there¬ 
with. With the Powder of it and Oyl they make an 
Oyntment good againft the Itch, and all cutaneous Di- 
feafs. Being mixt with Honey, it cures a Cough. Of 
the Root dried they make a Stomachick Powder; good 
alfo for the Gripes in the Bowels. The Bark of it being 
bruifed and mixt with Whey cures the Piles. The Inha¬ 
bitants put it in their Drink, H. M. as we do Worm- 
mod. 

Carpa Cacuanna Mai. Scanga cufpi altera fpecies H. 

Mai. V. 8. p. 70. Cata roda Zeyl.Creuck Javan. 

Flos Clitoridis Ternatenfibus Breyn. Cent. p.76. 

Cap. 31. Fig. . 

Phafeolus lndicus creruleus Glycyrrhizae foliis alatis, 
Pu amplo clitorio Alm.Bot. 294. 

The Blew Clitorian Flower ; 

The juice drank with the Oyl of Schzrgelm (which I 
take to be the Portugtte/e Word for the Sefamum of the 

Ancients) 
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Ancients) provokes Vomiting. The Root brulfed and 
drank in war® Water purges gently, which Virtues con- N. 2. 
firm what you relate as to its Emetick and Catharticfc 
Quality : But the Root, as well as Genus of this and 'he 
next vaftly differs from the Ipccacuanah of Pi lb, p zji. 
ed. z. 

zo. Vela cacuanha Mai. Sehanga-cufpi H. Mai. V. 20 . 
8. Tab. 38. p. 69. Gocarni Bra®. Fabss do 
Brhamanne Lufit. $<ndt*c;uid Beigis. 

Phafeolus alatus Ternaten/ium floribus aSbis Aim. Bit. 

294. 

The white Clitorian Flower. 

This differs from the laft only in the Colour of its 
Flower. 

ii. Pea-tumba Medde Malah . TumbaH. MaS. V. xr. 
10. Tab. 91. p. 181. & Bram. 

Nepeta Indica Sideritidis folio, floribus fpicatis Com. synonyms. 
in H. M. Cardiaca minor annua Americana flore Argen- 
teo, feu Leonurus Americana alba folio Sideritidis longi- 
ore Phyt. Tab. 80. Fig. 7. 

The narrow leav'd white Malabar Leonurus . 

It Flowers all the Year, and the bottom of each Flow- lime. 
er contains a Hony-like Liquor, H. Mat. 

Boy I'd in Qyl it cures the Itch y the Juice kills fVormsVtftue. 
in Ulcers, and being mixt with Lime it heals the biting 
of a Mad Dog. Taken up the Nofe it eafes the Head-ach. 

A Decodrion of the Root drank cures the Leprofy. The 
Root or Leaves chewed and breathed on the Eyes takes 
away Films. H. Mai. 

22. Ponangcunne laccaree Mai. 2 x, 

Perexil Madrafpatana foliis oppofitis anguflioribus Po¬ 
lygon!. 

Georgius Marcgravius , one of the firft Obfervers of 
this Tribe of Plants tells us, the Portuguefe call’d it Fe - 
rexily I have therefore chofe rather to diftinguifh it by 

B b b 2 this 



( 3*4 ) 

tfiis Particular fhort Name, than to reduce it to a longer, 
viz. Amarantho ajfinis Azoides, &c. to the clofe of which 
Species it may be neverthelefs added, with fuch others 
as may not come (6 adaptly amongfi: the Amaranths 
themfelves. 

I do not give you this as wholly new, there being one 
cr two very like it, that I have received from the Weft- 
Indies , which, after I have more ftri&iy examined, I 
iSiall farther inform you oh. 

It feems to grow ered, whether fo or procumbent 
pray obferve. 

Neer kille gelippe Mai. Wellia tandaJe cotti H, 
J MaL. V. 9, Tab. zS. p. 51. Gagaro Bram. 

Genifla Malaharha pentaphylloides fl. amplo aureo 
fkvefeente fthquis bullatis Com. in H, Mai. Crotolaria 
pentaphylloides Madrafpatana floribus luteis Aim. Bot. 

Finger leaved Malabar Rattle-hr00m. 

jkferiptm. It grows near three Foot high, the Leaves are difpo- 
fed like thofe of our Garden Lupines , but never more than 
five from one center, they are Green above and Pale 
below 3 thefe ftand on an Inch Footftalk, more or left, 
one fide of which is furrow’d. The Stalk is round and 
carinated, at the Top of which its Golden Yellow Flow¬ 
ers grow in a Spike on fiiort Foothalks, which are fuc- 
ceeded by a turgid bladder-like Pod, which terminates in 
a long Style. 

Virtues. The Hort. Malah. alcribes the fame Wertues to the 
Seed of this Kind as he does to the Tandale cotti V. 9. 
Tab. ic. p. 4y. which is of the fame Species, viz. 
That they make a Bath of the Decoction good in Fe¬ 
vers, but mod efpecially in tedious tertian Agues. 

2,4, 2,4. Punga maraum Mai. Pongam feu Minari H. 

Nnm?Sr. Mai. V. 6. Tab. 3* p. 3. Caranfi Bram. Favas 

de chapa Lufit. Mans bonen Belg. 
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Crijla Payon'u monofpermos 3. /<?« Vefpertilionis 
maxima Indies, Juglandis jolio maiore, fiorilus fpicatis al- S y mn yms‘. 
lie antibus odor at is, flliqua nonnihil jale at a, femme renali 
latijfimo Breyn. Prodr. 2. Fbafeolu accedens Maiabarica 
alatii folds glabris monofpermos (Hiqua latiore brevi Aim. 

Bot. 294. & Flak. Tab. 310. Fig, 3. 

This Tree grows in Rocky Mountainous Places. place. 

It bears from 15 to 50 Years old. Duration. 

It’s ever Greco, bearing Flowers and Pods from April Time. 
to January. 

The Wood lerves for Firing. A Bath made of the^ nd 
Leaves cafes Gouty and Windy Pains; and the Fume of it Venue. 
allays Fevers. Its Juice timely taken cures the Bites of 
venemous Serpents, H. Mai. 

25. Puccapoonda Mai. zq. 

Samolus Madrafpatana Gram. Leucanthemi foliis. an Name. 
Alfine holojlea glabra feu Gramen Leucanthemum India? 
Orientalis Anagallidis Aq. 4 Lob. folds anguftiortbus. 

Phyt. Tab. 130. Fig. 3. & Aim. Bot. 21. 

Qf all the .Plants in the H ort. Malab. this mod nearly ltsA y mlth 
rdembles the Parpadagam figured in Vol. 10. Tab. 35. 

P- 6 y- 

The Stalk of this Herb from a fmaU Fibrous Woody vefcriytmu 
Root fubdivides it ftlf into very many (mailer Branches, 
at each Joynt comes forth two long fmooth and-narrow 
Leaves , having fometimes, but very rarely another pair j 
thefe are like thole of our lejfer Stitchwort ; from the fet- 
dngon of thefe Leaves comes one or two, rarely more, 
round capfules not bigger than ihe Head of a large Pin, 
each .{landing on a fine Riff hair* like Footfta’k, fcarce an 
Inch long, each Husk fee ms coronated, i. e. has four lit¬ 
tle oppofite Leafy Points, between which the Top is 
ridgd j within are contained many very fmall blackiffi 
Seed, which as nicely as I could perceive, were not (Sepa¬ 
rated 
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rated by any Partition, tho’ the Capfuls fee ms externally 
to be falcated. 

z 6 . Neer Ureevee Mai. 

Lsfmachia non pappofa humilis Maderafpataria Clinopo- 
dii Virginiani lutei folmfrutlu Carophylloide parvo, Pluk. 
Tab. to 3. Fig, 5. & Aim. Bet. 236. an Carambu Hort. 
Malab. Vol. 2. Tab. 49. p. 95-. 

z 7. Perrepan Chedde Mai. Tsjeru-Tsjurel H. Mat. 
V. i z. Tab. 64. p. 111. vuigo Rottang^ aod by 
us Rattan. 

times Rottang Malabaricus minor. Arundo Rotang d'ttta Pifo ■ 
^ Mandfs. Aromat. 188. Fig. Ray H.Pl. 1316. A.Nucifera 
' ym " yms ’ Rotang diftafruttn fpadicei color is ftriis purpareu venuJU 
tejfulato Aim. Bot. Phanico-Scorpiuros feu Helitropium 
Palmites ftinofum,Polygonali angujlis foliis Madrafpatana, 
pluk. Tab. 106. Fig. i,& z. & Aim. Bot. 176. Fruclus 
fquammofus orbiculatus minor Aveliana magnitudine C B. 
510. F. exilis Cannae de Bengalis credit us f Jus exot.p.24. 
Fig. Fr. Cannae de Bengali I B. V. 1. 1 . 5. p. 400. 
an Arundo Indica verficolor. flexilis, CB. 18 , IB. V. z. 
L 18. p.489. & RaiiH. PI. 1277. 

The lejfer Rattan or Cane chair Reed, 

The middle Rib of thele Leaves , as well as Edges, are 
Defcripthn befet with very fmall hairy Thorns , which is nei¬ 
ther expreft in the Hortut Malab. or Dr. P lake net's Fi¬ 
gure, which laft otherwife very well refembles this Plant, 
particularly the tendency or peculiar coyling of its Flow - 
which turn inwards like thofe of Tournfole or our 
Met fear Scorpion Grafs. The Fruit alfb holds the fame 
Difpofition. Each Racema and ks fub-divided Spikes of 
Flowers and Fruit are incompafl A below with a membra¬ 
naceous Vagina or Sheath , confpicuous in both, but more 
obvious when in Flower. 


The 
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The Fruit of this Reed is eaten by the Inhabitants and fye and 
with the Canes fpiit they make their Net-like Seats, as ! ' crtuc ‘ 
we do here our Cane-Chairs and Stools of the fame. 

They apply the Roots roafted to the Head for the Pain 
thereof, H. Mai. 

28. Collarunan coodee Mai. ^ 

Soldanella Madrafpatana major. 

This feems to agree in every point with the Bel Adam - 
hu Walli. H. Mai. V. 11. Tab. 58. p. 119. except its ha¬ 
ving fibrous Roots at every Joynt or Leaf, vvhich this is 
void of. 

29. Ardanapolle Malak zg. 

This is an Ariflolochia or Birth wort, and has the Face 
of our common Kinds, but whether Round or Long its 
Root muft determine. 

29. a. Carentulee Mai. zg. 2. 

Mentha Madrafpatana cauliculis rubentibus hirfutis. an Name. 
Ocimum Madrafpatanum frutefcens gratiffmi odor is fiore 
parvo cauliculis villojis Pluk. Tab. 208. Fig. 4 ? 

This ieems to be that Variety of Solado tirtava Hort. A $ nU >'° 
Malab. V. 10. p. 173. whofe Stalks, the Author fays, 
are of a reddifh brown, and the Leaves of a darker green, 
which with the aforegoing Defcripcion agrees very well 
with this Plant. 

30-Toura Afo/.Thora Paerou Hort.Mai.Vol 6 .Tsb. 30. 
13. p. 23. Thori Brach Tangaraca Lufit. Quit- Names. 
fierii at Indodan ; and by the Dutch there, 
Kayanfeu Katsjao Aeyl. Lak Goetum Chinenfibus ; 
at Barbados and Jamaica it’s call’d, 

The Ridge on Pea. 

Laburnum humilius fill qua inter grana & grana junll a Synonym, 
Jemme efculento Cat. Plant, jam. 139. to whofe numerous 
Synonyms / thither refer you, only adding this omitted 
one , vi2. Arbor Fab ifera trifolia Salvice joliis. forihrs- 
luteis elegantijfmis Hort. Bofian. 
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'Pmc. \ have not only received this Plant from Barladoes and 
Jamaica , but alio from fevers! parts of Africa as well as 

Aft a. 

Vermes. A Drink made of the Leaves flops the overflowing of 
the Hemorrhoids • the fame powdered with Pepper clean- 
fes the Gums and cures the Toot bach. A Fomentation of 
the Seeds with a little Rice made into a Unament, with 
Butter » takes away Wearineft and Pains in the Joynts, 
They make a Drink alio of the aforefaid very good in 
the Small Pox. H. M. 

,j 31. Vel'uppelle Malah. 

Names. Euphrafia pratepfis Saturei.<s foliis fcahris e Maderafpa- 

tan. Pink,, Tab. 177. Fig. 6. & Aim. Bot. 

:Defcription. ft grows many times more than two Spans high, the 

Root ‘woody and ft iff, tho’ very fmall and threddy, its 
Heaves like Rofemary, but (bmewhat narrower, and fome- 
times lunger; from the Bofom of every Leaf comes forth 
a rough carinactfd footlefs Calyx, in which (lands a Flow¬ 
er fbmewhat larger than the common Eyebright, with a 
long Tube or Neck which hands above the Calyx , thefe 
are fucceeded by a fmaii Husk which opens when ripe, 
and fliews its Interfepimentum or Partition. This Plant 
is commonly branchr, and runs up into very (lender 
long Spikes. 

Time. it Flowers and Seeds in December and January , 

31. 31. Narreepangul coodee Mai. 

Names. Balfamina Madrafpatana parvo angulofo perbrevi 
peaiculo affix a. 

sxfcrtffim. The Leaves are rough,-have generally five Lobes, the 
two lower not (o conspicuous, and fometimes wanting, 
the full grown Leaves (land on a prickliih or rough Foot- 
fialk more than an Inch long, whofe Serra end in Spines, 
aga nit which grows a curl’d Tendrel, which is guarded 
with a Lobe or Ear? whofe Edges is furrounded with 
Hairs like-thole on the Leaves of Sundew at each Joynt 

between 
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between the Leaf and Tendrel comes the Fruit which is 
brown, fmooth, oblong, and angular about the bignefs 
of a Barberry or fomewbat larger, it (lands on a very 
fhort Fooiftalk, and has its Corona againft it in the 
middle of the Fruit , and not at the end, which is very 
remarkable. 

33. Podoodaile Mai. 33, 

An Verbena nodiflora C B. 169} Prod. izj, defc. & 
fig. opt. &Phyt. defc? 

This Plant very well agrees with the Figure and 
Defcription of this Author, who was the firft that de¬ 
fended if. 

34. Rutrafhacaudumba Mai. 34. 

Jaca Madrafpatana fruttu Sparganii. Name. 

This may be the Jaca minor fylveflris Malabarica .. 
Cornel in Hort. Malab. V. 4. Tab. 35;. p. 73. but I have and 
not as yet obferved more than a Single Fruit from one Befaiptim, 
Place, let on longer or fhorter Footflaiks and branch¬ 
ed, whereas theirs is figured in Clufters (like our Chefl~ 
nuts ) and without Pedicles ; the Leaves are fomewhat 
broader and rounder, otherwife they have much the 
fame Face and Texture with the true Jaca, as I have nice¬ 
ly obferved by comparing it with a Specimen which that 
mod Celebrated Botamft , JACOBVS BRETNIVS, 
fent me a little before his Death. 

The Fruit of this is globular, very like the Burrs 
of Sparganium, but none that I have yet feen are quite 
fo big, they are made up of fmall wart-like Tubercles, 
each rugofe, like a Sweet Fennel Seed, the Fruit cut open 
very much refembles that, fo represented in the Hort us 
Malab. 


Ccc 
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35". Caut Morunga MaL 
O R 

Wild Bezoar Tree. 

Anil Madrafpatana trifoliata, filiquis carinatis hirtu. 

This Plant in all the Samples I have yet obferved, 
has only three Leaves, from the letting on of which 
comes forth fmall Spikes of little Flowers, thefe are 
fucceeded by as many Quadrangular, carinated, Ihort- 
hatr’d ftifF Pods each an Inch long. 

3 6 . Nella muilee Mai. Pee-Tumba H, Mai. V. y. 
Tab. 46. p. 87. Butumbo Brack. Kawatuwa, 
Zeyl. 

EuphraJj<e affinis Indica Echioides H. Leyd. app. de¬ 
fer ip t. & Fig. 666. Gratiolce affinis Echioides Zeylanica 
major Breyn. Pr. 2. Buglojfum Echioides Indicum Convol¬ 
vuli carulei minoris folio Ephemer. German. Ann. 4. & 7. 
Ohferv. 139. p. . Fig. & defc. Lyfimachi& Virginians 
accedens plant a Com. in H. Mai. 

For a Defcription of this Plant I refer you to the 
Hort. Malab. and Dr. Herman's Leyden Catalogue , in 
both which they are accurately periormed, (the Jaft is 
transcribed by Mr .Ray in the Appendix to his Hifi.Plant.y. 
1887) but the Figures of neither {hews theHoarinefs,which 
is very apparent in all parts of the Plant as my Spe¬ 
cimens as well as the aforefaid Defcriptions make very 
plainly appear. 

The Leaves taken inwardly is sn Antidote agalnft 
the biting of a Mad Dog , and the Juice a Specifick in 
Agues H. M. 

37. Neer Caudumba. 

Pentaphlora Madrafpatana arhorefcens Benzoini foliis. 
I do not find any Plant in all the twelve Volumes of the 
Hortus Malabaricus , that this more nearly refembks 

than 
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than the Modagam, Vol. 4. Tab. 58. p. 119. but t 
dare not affirm it to be the fame, until I am better 
informed of the Colour of its Flower , Shape of its Fruit, 

&c. 

Since I have mention’d the twelve Volumes of the N.B. 
Hort. Malah. which is indeed a very curious Work, I 
cannot omit telling you (it not being there taken no- 
tice of) that I am lately given to underftand, that 
Dr. Wilhelmus fen Rhyne a moll: ingenious Phyfitian and 
Botanift now living at Jacatra in Batavia , had a large 
(hare in compofing that moll Noble Herbal, as may be 
feen by Letters under his own Hand which he wrote to 
a Learned Phyfcian of my Acquaintance, who was fo 
kind to inform me of it. 

3 8. Combee chedde Mai. ,3^ 

j Pentaphlora Madralpatana Nerti flore tubo longif- 3 
Jimo. 

Its Leaves in Shape and Stiffnels are like thofe of 
Lawrel , at certain dillances from the middle, the Veins 
are very conlpicuous on both fides. The Flowers leem 
to relemble the Oleander or Rofe-Bay, its long Neck or 
Tube in fome of thefe are near two Inches long, being 
let in a fmall pentapetalofe calyx not unlike thole of Arch¬ 
angels, &c. this makes the Crown of the Fruit which is 
an oval Shell about the Bignefs and Shape of a large 
Spanifh Olive; internally it has three Selvedges to 
which the Pulp adheres, in which is contained a great 
many fmall flattifh Seed. 

39. Neer Culuttee Mai. Culi Tamara H. Mai. V. 

11. Tab. 4y. p. 93. ^‘ 

Sagitta Indica major, folio obtufo, floribus minoribus Synmym-. 
albicantibus. Com. in H. Mai. p. 94. Sagittarius foliis 
plant a, glomerato fruftu, monopyrene, Corianclri fere fgu¬ 
ru Pluk. Tab. zzo. Fig. 7. & Aim. Bot. 


Ccc % 



(330 

compart- The Leaves are like our Arrow head % but the Spear 
fmrM* ’ broader snd blunter, and the Barbs longer, the Flow- 
m * ers tripetalcle, but it differs moft in the Fruity winch 
grows in a Cluftcs-Iike a Mulberry, but more leparate, 
and each as big as a Curran, but by lying together are 
compreft. 

4a 40. Woc-ta chedde Mai. 

1 Ricinoides arbor efcens Madrafpatana_Ceri»i foliis. 

Thsie Leaves grow alternately on 1 linen Footflalks, 
the largeft of them are about one Inch and an half broad, 
and two and an half long. Its Fruit very like a Bay- 
berry , but fomevvhat bigger, its outer Skin being dry is 
brittle, thin, and fiiining as it varoifht, brown and fome¬ 
what wrinkled like the Pi/iachioes , under which is a Shell 


41. 

games. 


alto like them, but breaks into two or commonly three 
parts, leparated with Partitions, each of which being 
ipiit difeovers one Seed much lefs than its Cavity, not 
unlike thofe of Cajfta fifiula , but fomewhat Ids and 
rounder, and pointed at one end. 

41. Shega pu coondamonte Mai. Konni H.Mal, 
V. 8. Tab. 39. p. 71. Fruita Contfit Lufit. Ronde 
Weegbonen Belg. 

Abrus minor Indite Orientals Jiliquis majoribus. 

I chufe to diftinguilh it only by this Name at pretent, 
until I have more leifure to feparate the American Syno¬ 
nyms from it, wherein I find it fomewhat differs, parti¬ 
cularly in its Podds and Form of growing, which in this 
are larger though fewer, and have more Seed in them, 
viz . feldom left than five or fix, and the American rarely 
or never more than three. 


The Leaves bruifed and boy I’d in Water or Oyl with 
Calamus Aromaticus , alleviates fuch gnawing Pains as 
arife from fharp corrofive phlegmatick Humours. The 
Powder alto taken with Sugar flops Catarrhs. The Juice 
takes away ail cold fains in the Joynts ; the fame being 

made 
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made into a Lmamnt with long Pepper , Ginger , Milk 

and Sergelim-Oyl diflolves all rhicK and tough Humours. 

The Root Powder’d with Cummin and taken in Water, 
corrects and cuts tough Phleagm : the fame with the 
Fruit and Coco-Nut- Milk cures the Piles. H. Mai. 

42. Caut Mandaree Mai. 44 , 

There are four forts of this particular leaved Tree, 
deferibed io the strft Volume of the Hort. Malab. Tab. 

32, &c. the main Difference confifis in the Shape and 
Colour of thetr Flowers, and Form of their full grown 
Podds, and until we have them in this Perfe&ion, it will- 
lie difficult rightly to diftingutih them. 

43. Curuta chedde Mai. Mai. an Naregam Hort. 43. 

Malab. Vol. 4. Tab. n. p. 27? 

Lima Madrafpatanus apicibus foliorum feri finuatis, Karnes 
fruftu cufptdato. 

Thefe Leaves (land on very fhort Footdalks, not 
above 1 of an inch long, the largeft about an Inch breads Dc, . f(y '> f 
and not two long, taper at each end ; but what is molt 
remarkable in them is, they commonly terminate fome* 
what bifid, or as it were flit at the Point ; they ate per* 
forated, and have the Texture of Lemmon Leaves •, they 
altogether want that cordated Appendix next the Foot- 
Italk; its Thorns are woody and corns from the bolbm 
of the Leaves. Its Flowers grow in fmall Claflers, and 
feem to agree very W'eli With the Figure and Defcription 
of the Mai Naregam H. Mai. V. 4. Tab. iz. p. 17. 
but the Fruit doth fomewhat vary ; it’s about as big as 
a Cherry , and ends in a Point, has fome Cortical Spots 
and feems porous as the Lemmons ; its infide is divided 
into four Cells, in each of which I generally find one 
Kernel . 


44. This 
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44. This has no Name in Malabar, in Englifh 
P A R S L T. 

Under this Denomination and Number I find two dif¬ 
ferent TJmlelliferous Plants } I prefume thefe were culti¬ 
vated in Gardens; for I have not yet feen any of this 
Species growing wild from your Parts, neither is there 
in all the Hortus Malab. one of this Genus there de- 
fcribed. 

45. Yelavan maraum Mai. 

Goilipium arboreum maximum fpinofum, folio digita- 
to, land fericea grife& Cat, PL Jam. 159. 

Dr. Sloane , that mod learned and accurate Botanifi (to 
whofe Catalogue I refer you for the many other Synonyms 
hereto belonging ) obierves that the Tunck of this Tree 
lofes it Thorns as it grows old, and therefore fuppofes 
the fmooth and thorny to be the fame, whereas the 
Hortus Malab. Vol. 3. Tab. 49, &c. has taken no (mail 
Pains to make them diftindt. 

46. 46 . Cooiecheddee MaL 

Phafeolus Madrafpatanus pubefcens minor , jiliquis 
recurvis. an P. Madrajp. Laplab effigte flore parvo 
ochroleuco Piuk. Tab. 213. Fig. 4? & Aim. Bot. 
291 ? 

The Leaves very well refembles Dr. Plukenet’s 
Figure; the whole Plant is fomewhat hoary but par¬ 
ticularly the Stalks; the Flowers feem yellowilh, the 
ripe Podds turn a little backward and end in a Style 
or thread ; they are of a Tawny or Phyllamort Co¬ 
lour, as are the Seeds which are flatilh, final! and feem 
lomewhat marbled. Each Pod has five or fix Seeds 
with Deprellions between each. 


Thus 
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Thus, Sir, I have given you my Sentiments of this 
your Unanercoonda ColleElion , and if herein I can 
be farther Serviceable to you, be pleafed freely to 
Command, 


From my Houfe in 
Alderfgate-fireety 
LONDON-, 
Sept. 24. i6p8* 


WORTHY SIR, 


Tour mofl Obliged Friend, 


and Humble Servant , 


James Petiver. 



